COPYRIGHT (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 2007 UPDATE

Although the Copyright (Amendment) Ordinance 2007 was passed in July 2007, different provisions came into effect at different stages.  The following is a schedule of the provisions that came into effect to date.  

6 July 2007 and 25 April 2008
· Business end user liability
· Liability for importing and dealing in parallel imports
· Rental rights (except for comic books)
· Performers’ rights
· New criminal and civil liability for making and dealing in circumvention devices
· Rights management information

11 July 2008

· Directors’ and partners’ liability
· Employees’ defence
· Civil remedies for act of circumvention

Tentatively 4th quarter of 2008
· Copying and distributing printed works
To avoid contravention of the new legislation, Companies are encouraged to do the following:

· set up relevant company policy on purchasing legitimate and authorized copies of copyright work;

· promote staff awareness;

· keep good records of purchases, licenses and payments;

· centralize purchases and installation; 

· arrange regular audits;

· designate appropriate IT staff for monitoring internal system;

· set aside adequate budgets for compliance etc.
Further Information can be obtained from the website of the Intellectual Property Department of Hong Kong - http://www.ipd.gov.hk/eng/intellectual_property/copyright/booklet_piracy_in_business_e.pdf
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